STATE Farr EXuipir 


THe Canirornta ACADEMY OF ScreNcEs will be the subject of San Francisco 
County’s exhibit at the State Fair. The annual event will be held August 29 
through September 9 at Sacramento. 

The exhibit, which is financed by the City and County, will feature the 
activities of the Academy and trace the ways in which its work contributes to 
the growth and progress of California. Cecil Tose, curator of exhibits, and 
the members of his Department have designed the exhibit. 


ACADEMY SCENES IN GEOGRAPHIC 


Two coLorep protocrapus, one taken in Steinhart Aquarium and the other a 
view of the Museum’s African buffalo habitat group, are reproduced in the 
current issue of The National Geographic Magazine. Both appear in the 
article, “Boom on San Francisco Bay,” by Franc Shor. The photographs are by 
the Geographic's ace photographer David S. Boyer. 


GOVERNMENT BorrowIna! 


SomE WEEKs Aco Dr. Robert T. Orr, curator, Department of Birds and Mam- 
mals, received a letter from the Washington, D.C., office of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. “Dear Dr. Orr,” the letter read, “Recently, while working on 
our Ursus collection, [| came across the upper mandible of a skull belonging 
to the California Academy of Sciences. Presumably it was borrowed by Dr. C. 
Hart Merriam about 1917 or 1918 .. .” 

Dr. Orr was happy to learn the specimen was being returned after 39 years. 
He has been curator only since 1936, and, if we must admit it, didn’t even 
know he owned this particular bare bear bone. 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS Were elected by the Council at its meeting of July 
12, 1956: 


FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. F. M. Barler 
Mrs. Edith Norton 
Mr. Robin Everett Taber 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Mrs. Alfred A. Gregory 
Major Howard D. Mackintovh 
Mr. Peter H. Raven 
Mrs. W. F. Reiche 
Mr. Jack S. Strauss 
Miss Edith Swanson 


CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 


Mrs. Diane Cuenin 
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Aug ust Announcement 


Te REGULAR Aucust MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday, August 15, in the May Treat Morrison Audi- 
torium. Dr. Raymond M. Gilmore, U.S. Fish and Wildlife biologist, will 
present an illustrated lecture: 


“WHALES AND WHALING IN THE NortH Pactric” 


Dr. Gitmore will illustrate his talk with a motion picture showing whaling 
operations at sea and ashore. The film, which will acquaint you with several 
species of whales, includss a prize sequence showing a rare right whale jumping 
completely out of the water. (This occurrence is described in Dr. Gilmore's 
article, “Rare Right Whale Visits California,” appearing in the July-August, 
1956, issue of Pacific Discovery.) 

Dr. Gilmore, who makes Scripps Institution of Oceanography at La Jolla 
his headquarters, recently has been a frequent visitor to the Bay Area. The 
attraction is the Bay Area’s new whaling operation—the first since 1939 when 
whales were killed and processed in this area for a brief period. Before 1939 
the last nearby whaling activity occurred between 1919 and 1926 at Moss 
Landing. The new whaling station is located at Point San Pablo, north of 
Richmond. It is operated by the Del Monte Fishing Company of San Francisco. 

Dr. Gilmore, who did his dectoral work at Harvard and Cornell, received 
his A. B. and M. A. degrees from the University of California. While a student 
at Berkeley he often accompanied Joseph Mailliard, then the Academy’s curator 
of ornithology, on trips afield. 


RayMonp Jones RETIRES 


Sremuart Aquarium held a party Friday afternoon, July 27, in honor of 
Raymond L. Jones, operating engineer, who is retiring after 24 years of service. 
As members of the Academy staff began arriving at the appointed hour it soon 
became evident that not more than perhaps a dozen persons knew the guest of 
honor. 

This perplexing situation was explained by Dr. Robert C. Miller, director 
of the Academy. Jones’ remarkable anonymity was the result, Dr. Miller said, 
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of working the night shift throughout his career here. In recent years Jones’ 
working hours have been from 11:30 p. mM. to 7:30 A.M. 

Jones worked as night watchman when he first came to the Academy, a 
position he took over from his father, Hugh R. Jones, who was an Academy 
employee for some six years. 

A native of San Francisco, Jones lives with his wife, Mary Ann, at 31 Adair 
Street. He is not quite sure how he will spend his tme in retirement, but he 
promises to visit the Academy cecasionally—in daylight. 


Toaps, Fisn, Turrves 


As ‘rite RESULT of a work-and-play vacation trip from which Dr. Earl S. Herald 
only recently returned, Steinhart Aquarium has three kinds of new arrivals. 
Each is deserving of mention. 

In Florida, Dr. Herald purchased several South American side-neck turtles, 
which will now share honors with the Australian side-necks who have been 
Aquarium boarders for some time. For those of you who have not yet made the 
acquaintance of this sort of turtle a word of explanation may be in order, A 
side-neck turtle is not one whose neck comes out [rom the side instead of the 
front. The turtle merely has a long neck—one so long it can’t be drawn under 
the shell. Instead the turtle is obliged to fold its neck—often in an “S” shape 
under the s/de of its shell. (The turtle is sometimes called a snake-neck turtle.) 


Here from Michigan are five baby Northern pike. Although each one is 
only about six inches long, they already have this famous sport fish’s distinctive 
“duck-bill” nose, and they appear pugnacious and tough. The fish were pre- 
sented to the Aquarium by the Michigan Conservation Department in coopera- 
tion with Detroit’s Belle Isle Aquarium. 

Dr. Herald’s third acquisition is an animal which all biology students learn 
of, but one which they are not likely to see. It is a Surinam toad—the famous 
toad from South America which was a puzzle to early biologists and writers 
for a hundred years. The female Surinam deposits her eggs on her own back 
where they are carried in skin cavities until they hatch. First observers of this 
unique toad were never able to witness the eggs being placed on the toad’s 
back, and thus thought the toad’s young were arriving in this world in a 
singularly unorthodox fashion. 


GEOLOGIST VISITS 


Dr. Rarpn W. Imcay, geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, 
D.C., spent the latter two weeks of July studying collections in the Department 
of Geology. 

Dr. Imlay is working with Dr. Willis P. Popenoe of the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles in the preparation of a Cretaceous correlation chart—a 
summary of knowledge about Cretaceous fossils of the West Coast. Dr. Imlay 
says more type specimens of Jurassic and Cretaceous material can be found in 
the Academy’s paleontological collections than anywhere else on the West Coast. 
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